VU BANG (1913-1984), nha bdo, nha van, nguoi hoat dong cach mang, tén
that 1a Vi Pang Bang; cac bat hiéu: Vi Bang, Tiéu Liéu, Vit Con, Thién Thu, Van
Ly Trinh, L& Tam, Hoang Thi Tram... Ong sinh ngay 3.6.1913 tai phé Hang Gai, Ha
Noi, nhung qué goc & xa Ngoc Cuc, huyén Luong Ngoc, tinh Hai Duong, dong ddi
ho tic nho Vit Hon. B6 mit sém, nhung me 1am nghé in 4n, xuat ban séach, c6 cira
hang riéng nén c6 diéu kién chu cip cho Vi Bang (VB) an hoc. Ngay tir khi dang
theo hoc Truong trung hoc Albert Sarraut, VB di say mé lam béo, viét van. Cudi
nam 1946, dng cung gia dinh tan cu ra ving khang chién. Cudi nim 1948, VB trg vé
thanh Ha Noi, viét b4o viét van, tham gia mang ludi tinh béo cach mang. Sau 1954,
VB nhan sy phan cong cua to chic vao Sai Gon tiép tuc tham gia hoat dong tinh béo
cho dén ngay dat nudc thdng nhat ngay 30.4.1975. Ong mat tai Thanh phé Hb Chi
Minh ngay 8.4.1984. Vi nhiéu 1y do khéac nhau, trong dé c6 viéc mdi day lién lac véi
t6 chirc bi gian doan, dén nam 2000 6ng méi dugc chinh thiic ¢éng nhan 1a nguoi
hoat dong cach mang; nam 2001 dugc truy ting Huan chuong Khéang chién hang Nhi
(chéng Phap) va Huan chuong Khang chién hang Ba (chdng M§). Nam 2007, 6ng
duoc truy ting Giai thuong Nha nudc vé van hoc nghé thuat. T

Su nghiép 1am béo cua VB trai qua 3 giai doan: Tir nam 1930 dén 1945; tur
1946 dén 1954; tir 1954 dén 1975.

Giai doan dau tir khi VB bat dau budc vao nghé bao dén Céach mang thang
Tam nam 1945. Ngay tur luc dang theo hoc truong Trung hoc Albert Sarraut, dng
cung nhdm ban ra t& bao tudng mang tén Hon nude Nam véi ndi dung khich 18 long
tu trong, tw hao dan toc, chong d6i mot s6 dng thay nguoi Phap 6 thai do khinh miét,
xdc pham nguoi Viét. Pugc vai sb, to béo bi dong ctra. Sau d6, VB duogc ding truyén
Con ngua gia trén bao Pong Tay - to bao do Lang Nhan Phung Tat Bac lam cha but.
T d6, VB quyét dinh bo hoc, theo nghé 1am bao. Viéc
cong tac va tiép xdc véi hai nha béo néi tiéng Phing Tat
Pic va Hoang Tich Chu (blt hiéu Vin Toi) tai to Pong
Tay 12 mot cd hich quan trong dé VB dan than vao nghé
viét béo. VB viét cho nhiéu to béo khac nhau: An Nam tap
chi cia Tan Pa (muc Xa hoi ba dao ky), Rang Dong cua
Tric Pynh Truong Cong Dinh, Nhat Tan cua D6 Vin va
Ta Dinh Binh. Sau khi phéng su “Mgét t6 méo” cua VB
dang trén to Nhat Tan gay tiéng vang, ong duoc nha béo
Nguyén Dodn Vugng mai vé 1am cho to Trung Béc tan van
noi tiéng cuia nha bao Nguyén Van Vinh. Tir diy, VB moi
thuc su dugc thtra nhan nhu mot nha bao chuyén nghiép trong béao gidi. Sau khi thoi
viéc ¢ Trung Bic tan vin, VB vao Sai Gon lam cho to Chép béng cua rap Majetic
trong ba nam. Tiép do, ong trd lai Ha Noi, lan luot hoic cing ldc viét cho céc to




Cong dan, Tuong lai, Vit duc, Viét Ni, Trung Bac chia nhat, Tiéu thuyét the bay
(TTTB).

To TTTB do Vii DPinh Long lam cha but, c6 thém cac phy truong Pho thong
ban nguyét san, Truyén ba, ich hiru, Tao dan, dugc in trén gidy ré tién, gia thanh re,
huéng toi cong chung binh dan. Pay 1a to béo quy tu cac cdy bit ni tiéng duong
thoi ¢6 khuynh hudng “ta thuc x& hoi”. Tir nam 1941 dén 1945, VB dam nhiém Thu
ky tda soan cua B&o. O vi tri ndy, ngoai viéc té chirc cac 4n pham béo chi ¢ chat
luong, 6ng con dong vai tro phat hién, dinh huéng céc cay bt tré méi budc vao nghé
nhu: T6 Hoai, Nam Cao, Kim Lan, Ly Vin Sam va mot s6 cay bat khéc. Nho vy,
ong da gop phan khong nho cho sy thanh cong cia cac cay but nay ndi riéng va to
bao TTTB ndi chung. Ngoai to TTTB ké trén, trong nhitng ngay thang can ké trudc
va sau Cach mang thang Tam 1945, VB con viét cho to Trung Viét tan vin trong vai
trd chu but va to Bong minh. Tiép do, ong da viét mot sb bai bao trén Trung Bac cha
nhat (do chinh 6ng 1am Thu ky toa soan) duéi dang thoi luan. VB con viét mot so
tac pham vin chuong, hau hét duoc in trén cac bao Trung Bic tan van, Tiéu thuyét
thir bay, Pho théng ban nguyét san nhu cac truyén ngan: Mot nguoi bung mat khoc;
Chang Kim nguoi Bdac ¢6 Kiéu ngwoi Kinh; Gap nhau lgi xa nhau; Mét nguwoi roi
xuong hé,; On va odn; Ngay mai t6i sé chét; Mot nguoi dan 6ng di tim mét ngueoi dan
ba...; mot sb tac pham ky: Héi Lim; Cai bla con; céc tiéu thuyét: Mgt minh trong
dém toi; Téi &c va héi hdn; v.v..

O giai doan thir hai, tir 1946 dén 1954, trong bdi canh dat nude ¢ chién tranh,
VB gin b6 véi s6 phan thang tram cua dan toc. Tur thang 9.1945 dén dau nam 1947,
6ng sdng va viét tai Ha Noi; sau d6 cung gia dinh tan cu 1én ving Lién khu Ba. Trong
nhitng ngay tan cu, 6ng viét cho bon to bao luu hanh tai viing khang chién: Vui song
(b4o y hoc), Ban tré, Chong giac, Khang chién. B¢ 1a nhitng ngay 6ng duoc dip gan
b6, am hiéu cugc song ciia dong bao dia phuong, bd doi va chién si. Cudi nim 1948
dén thang 10.1954, VB tré vé Ha Noi tam chiém, vira viét vira tham gia hoat dong
tinh bao, 1am co s& lién lac cua cach mang. Trong miy nim nay, 6ng timg lam Thu
ky tda soan cho to Dzan méi, viét cho hang loat c4c to nhu Viét Thanh, Lién hiép,
Tré, Tiéng dan, Méi. Dac biét, 6ng cong tac chit ché vai to Tiéu thuyét tha bay van
do Vii Binh Long chu but tuc ban tir thang 1.1949 va cho dang trén td bao nay hang
loat c&c truyén ngan, trong d6 c6 mot sé truyén ma éng goi 1a “Tan truyén ky”” nhu:
Giai doan méi; O ddy ban sdch cii; Cdy hoa hién bén bo séng Na; Nguoi ching; Cai
céng dung thuoc cia Han Lang; Bdt com; Mot tat ba rang; Tat ca dé chién thang;
Truyén cua mét nguoi ciing biét cuoi; Bira ¢6; Pat khach...; cung mot sb tly bt
nhu: Vieon xudn toi boi ld gieo; Nguwoi Ha Ni nhé nguwoi Ha Ngi... Ong con viét cho
to b4o tiéng Phap Vietnam (1949). Khoang thang 10.1954, trong Iic & Hai Phong
cho tau thuy vao Sai Gon, dng viét cho to Lira song luu hanh tai tinh.



Giai doan thir ba tir nam 1955 dén 1975, VB sbng tai Sai Gon, vira tham gia
hoat déng tinh béo cach mang, vira viét bao, viét van. Ttr nim 1955 dén cudi 1963,
VB viét cho mot sé t& bao tai Sai Gon va ving phu can nhu: Hoa binh, Dan ching,
Qué huong, Tin dién; c6 khi ciing mot ldc trdng coi ca ba to bao: Bong Nai, Saigon
Mai, Tiéng déan...Sau khi chinh quyén Ngo Pinh Diém sup d6, dng viét cho to bao
trao phung Vit vit; cac to Thé gidi, Cong chiing... Ngoai ra, 6ng con viét kha thuong
Xuyén cho hai to tap chi chuyén van hoc: Van hoc cua Phan Kim Thinh va Van cua
Nguyén Pinh Vuong. Riéng ¢ to Van hoc, tir ndm 1971 dén nam 1973, VB 1a mot
cay bat chu chét. Tai dy, ong di cong bd mot loat chan dung van hoc xuat sic viét
vé Tan Pa, Nguyén Vin Vinh, Ngb T4t T4, Vil Trong Phung, Nguyén Tuan, Vii Binh
Long, Thach Lam, Nguyén Binh, Nam Cao, T6 Hoai, Quang Diing va nhiéu tén tudi
khac.

Tir 1955 dén 1975 1a giai doan thang hoa va két tinh nhat trong su nghiép VB.
Ong viét nhu mot nhu cau muu sinh, nhu mot giai téa ndi nhd qué hwong, vo con,
ban bé Ha Noi va mién Bic; va hon nita, nhu mot st ménh cia ngudi cam but. Nhing
tac pham hoi ky két tinh ndi luc cua ca hai tu cach: con nguoi béo chi va con nguoi
van chwong d lam nén dinh cao trong sang tao cua VB: Miéng ngon Ha Ngi (1960);
Mon lg mién Nam (1969); Bon muroi ndm néi ldo (1969); Thirong nhé muoi hai
(1972). Trong s6 nay, Bon muoi ndm néi ldo da miéu ta qua trinh 1am béo cua VB tir
khi chap chiing vao nghé cho dén nam hoan thanh tac pham nay, dung nén mét birc
tranh lich st bao chi nudc nha vai tat ca bdi canh chinh tri, lich sir, xd hdi ma bao
chi thudc vé, trong d6 nhiéu guong mat nha bao xuat sac qua céac thoi ky hién Ién
séng dong. Ciing trong giai doan ndy, hang loat cac truyén ngan, truyén dai, tiéu
thuyét, tac pham dich cia dng duoc in an: Mé chir (tap truyén, 1970); Cdi den long
(tap truyén, 1971); Bat com (tap truyén, ky; 1971 - tap hop céc tac pham da ding
truéc 1950); Bdy dém huyén thoai (truyén ky, 1972); Nuwdc mdt nguoi tinh (truyén
vira, 1973), Nguwoi 1am ma v (truyén ky, 1973), Béng ma nha mé Hoat (tiéu thuyét,
1973)...

Tir sau ngay thdng nhat dat nudc cho dén khi qua doi (1984), VB van &m tham
viét, chu yéu I1a phong dich cac truyén truyén ky, kinh di phuong Tay. Nhiéu nim
sau khi 6ng mat, cac tac pham nay di duoc ban bé va gia dinh tap hop xuat ban dudi
cai tén Nhazng ké gieo gio - tap 1,2 - Nxb. Van hoc, 2003).
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